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OVER $1.3 MILLION RAISED 
TOWARD BETA RHO’S VISION FOR 2025

Since announcing the Honoring Our Past 100 
Years: Beta Rho’s Vision for 2025 capital 

campaign in February, we have seen tremendous 
success. Brothers from all generations and decades 
have joined our cause, donating $181,000 in new 
gifts and adding 66 new donors to our list of 
contributors. With over $1.3 million raised in total, 
we are getting closer to our $1.5 million goal. 

Every dollar raised will go toward renovating the 
chapter house, a vital component of our Vision 
for 2025 campaign to secure the next 100 years of 
Beta Rho. The current chapter house, which has 
housed Beta Rho for the past 55 years, has been a foundation for success, 
friendships, and the common bond of Beta Rho brotherhood. However, the 
house is structurally and mechanically out of date, lacks adequate space 
to house today’s chapter, and cannot compete with the growing campus 
housing market. It is up to us, the Beta Rho alumni, to fix these issues and 
ensure the chapter house will be a foundation for the next 100 years. This 
is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to band together to positively impact 
the future of our chapter and ensure the next generation of brothers is able 
to develop into leaders and make lifelong friends, just as we did.

The success of today’s chapter is easy to see. This spring they had 
the honor and distinction of winning Fraternity of the Year, Fraternity 
Membership Recruitment Excellence, and Most Improved Fraternity 
of the Year at the Montana State University Fraternity & Sorority Life 
awards. Beta Rho Chapter has also earned four J. Dwight Peterson 

Significant Chapter Awards from Sigma Chi 
International Headquarters in the past five years. 
The active brothers are working hard to make sure 
Sigma Chi continues to be one of the best frater-
nities on campus, and by supporting the capital 
campaign, our alumni are doing the same. Let’s 
make sure our younger brothers have a chapter 
house that fits the quality of excellence displayed 
by today’s chapter. 

If you have already contributed to the capital 
campaign, we thank you. If you have not yet sent 
in your gift, what are you waiting for? Help us 

meet our $1.5 million goal by mailing in the enclosed pledge form, or visit 
www.betarho.kintera.org/donate to make your recurring gift online. 

Plans are in place for early September’s centennial celebration events 
and you should have received your invitation in the mail already. If not, 
details and additional information can be found on our website at www.
bobcatsigs.org/centennial. The website will be updated as necessary until 
the event, so check back often for updates. We look forward to a fantastic 
weekend reconnecting with brothers and celebrating 100 years of Beta 
Rho. We hope that you will be there to participate in the celebration.

In Hoc,
Campaign Co-Chairmen
Norm Achen ’66			   Richard Dissly ’66
norm@normanachen.com		  rdissly@comcast.net

Beta Rho received the Fraternity 
of the Year, Most Improved Fraternity, and 
Best Fraternity Recruitment awards at the 

2016-17 Greek Awards Banquet.

Commitment to Leadership and Development 
Lands Sigma Chi on National Television

Sigma Chi was approached last year by a production company that 
produces a series entitled “Behind the Scenes with James Earl Jones.” 

The production company indicated it found Sigma Chi’s focus on 
leadership and character development to be refreshingly distinct from 
what is commonly associated with modern fraternity life. As such, they 
wanted to produce a short segment about the value we bring to the lives 
of the men who join and, by extension, the communities with which we 
come into contact.

The first scheduled release was a one-minute segment that was featured 
on April 13 across the United States on Fox Business Network. This same 
segment was then played regionally in the top 100 markets in the United 
States over the next few weeks during primetime on CNBC, CNN, CNN 
Headline News, Family Channel, Fox News, and MSNBC. Subsequently, 
the full eight-minute video was released to public broadcasting stations 
across the country for consumption by viewers in up to 300 different 
markets. You can watch the full-length video on Sigma Chi Fraternity’s 
website at http://sigmachi.org/about.

HONORING OUR PAST 100 YEARS 
Beta Rho’s Vision for 2025
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Pledges Total $1,324,250 for 
Honoring Our Past 100 Years Campaign 

Every Gift Makes a Difference—Donate Today!

We are deeply grateful to the 129 donors for committing $1,324,250 
to our Honoring Our Past 100 Years: Beta Rho’s Vision for 2025 

capital campaign. These brothers recognize the importance of ensuring the 
future of Beta Rho and have demonstrated a sense of gratitude for their 
personal experience. Commitments are still needed from the rest of our 
alumni to achieve our goal and complete this critical project. 

 

Contributors of $1,000 or more will be recognized in campaign 
publications and contributors who give $5,000 or more will be displayed 
at the appropriate giving level on prominently displayed signage in the 
chapter house, unless otherwise requested. A 50% tax deduction is still 
available for contributions of $25,000 and above. If an error has been 
made in recording your gift, or your name has been mistakenly omitted, 
we sincerely apologize. Please advise our campaign coordinator at (785) 
843-1661 or mlisher@penningtonco.com.

Campaign Status 
At-a-Glance
As of June 13, 2017

Total Raised
$1,324,250

Number 
of Contributors

129

Goal
$1.5 Million

Number of 
Active Alumni

1,291
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Lifelong Commitment to Sigma Chi Motivates 
Ryan Roseleip ’97 to Pay It Forward 

The Beta Rho Chapter of Sigma Chi at Montana State University is 
composed of promising young men who are leaders on campus and 

are committed to the values of the fraternity. It is for these reasons Ryan 
Roseleip ’97 decided to join Sigma Chi, which turned out to be one of the 
biggest, and greatest, decisions of his life. “I looked at joining a fraternity 
as a great opportunity to grow my leadership skills, and Beta Rho was that 
place for me,” he says.

Ryan’s active years in Beta Rho were full of opportunities and benefited 
him well beyond the social incentives. Some of Ryan’s most formative 
experiences included campfires, bonding, and laughing with his brothers, 
as well as intramurals, Derby Days events, ritualistic meetings and Ritual 
Week. Brothers like Jason Warren ’95 (Ryan’s Magister) and all brothers 
who were committed to upholding the values of the fraternity made 
Ryan’s time in Sigma Chi a rewarding experience. But perhaps the biggest 
takeaway Ryan gained from Beta Rho was learning how to face the many 
challenges and obstacles he endured as an undergraduate. Ryan says, “I’m 
glad I faced those challenges earlier on, because I have come across many 
of those same challenges today.”

The love that Ryan developed for Sigma Chi has extended well past his 
undergraduate years. After graduating from MSU, Ryan worked for Sigma 
Chi Headquarters in Illinois for three years, which involved visiting 40 
undergraduate chapters around the nation, working with these 
chapters on leadership development, running a successful 
chapter, promoting the values of the fraternity, and working 
with several chapters on expansion initiatives, discipline, 
and accountability. As an alumnus, Ryan continues 
to be involved with all things Sigma Chi, such as 
participating in Grand Chapter, Balfour Leadership 
Training Workshop, Mission 365 recruitment events, 
Alumni Ambassador programs, and more. 

Because of Ryan’s unwavering dedication to Sigma Chi more than 20 
years later, he views supporting Beta Rho’s Honoring Our Past 100 
Years: Beta Rho’s Vision for 2025 campaign as second nature. As Ryan 
pays it forward to Beta Rho, he asks that alumni remember their years in 
the fraternity and how that experience has changed their lives. “Reflect 
back to what you wanted at that point in time as an undergraduate and 
some of the challenges we faced, and consider stepping up and supporting 
Beta Rho’s campaign. This is your opportunity to fulfill an obligation to 
provide current undergraduates with those things we wanted when we 
were in the chapter. This campaign will provide a location to grow the 
brotherhood, demonstrate that alumni are living the lifelong commitment 
to the fraternity, serve as a recruitment tool for the chapter, and a place 
that university administrators will recognize as a piece of the university.”

As a medical sales manager for the state of Wisconsin at Johnson & 
Johnson, Ryan sells general surgery, thoracic surgeon, and surgical 
oncology products. One of Ryan’s favorite highlights from his professional 
career with Johnson & Johnson is when his division ranked in the top 10% 
of sales teams across the nation in 2016, as well as when the company was 
considered the primary device vendor for hospitals in Wisconsin. “I enjoy 
the values of the company, the competition of sales, and being part of an 
employee-supportive environment,” he says.

In his free time, Ryan enjoys motorcycle riding, outdoor-related 
activities, traveling, and spending time with his wife, Kristin, 

and their 9-year-old daughter, Kennedy. They live in Sun 
Prairie, Wisconsin. Ryan says, “Sigma Chi, with its 

opportunities as an undergraduate and throughout 
my career, has provided tremendous opportunity for 
personal growth, brotherhood, and the opportunity to 
be surrounded by people with similar values.” You can 
send Ryan an e-mail at rroseleip@gmail.com.

“This is your opportunity to fulfill an obligation to provide 
current undergraduates with those things we wanted when we were in the chapter.”

Join Ryan 
on our generous 

list of contributors 
by making a gift to the 

campaign! To make your 
donation online, go to 
www.bobcatsigs.org/
vision-2025/donate.
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We are very proud of our undergraduate 
brothers and their many accomplishments!

Brothers honor Karston Waarvick ’15 
by cleaning his dedicated highway section.

Beta Rho Chapter Wins Fraternity of the Year, 
Prepares for Another 100 Years at MSU

Beta Rho has been working hard in preparation of celebrating the 100-
year anniversary of our chapter’s founding. Brothers have improved 

the chapter in many different areas: academics, alumni relations, having 
greater on- and off-campus involvement, and truly exemplifying what 
it means to be a Sigma Chi. Our hard work has paid off immensely, 
as Beta Rho Chapter was recently recognized by our campus with 
awards for Fraternity of the Year, Most Improved Fraternity, and Best 
Fraternity Recruitment at the 2016-17 Greek Awards Banquet. We are 
looking forward to a fantastic upcoming year, packed with many great 
opportunities for each member to grow and to help the chapter reach new 
levels of success.

PUTTING IN THE TIME
With our most recent chapter GPA of 2.84 on the rise to the goal of a 3.00, 
we are striving to instill a culture where every single brother understands 
the importance of their academics. The current GPA landed us third 
among the other chapters on campus. Beta Rho hopes to earn first place 
with the continued use of our scholarship raffle system that incentivizes 
high grades on exams.
 

BROTHERS AIM TO MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE ON AND OFF CAMPUS

As always, the chapter has been keeping up with its great off-campus 
volunteering events. We have visited God’s Garden just outside of 
Bozeman to help when needed and honored Brother Karston Waarvick 
’15 by cleaning his dedicated highway section. Through the coordination 
efforts of a local resident in our neighborhood, we had the opportunity to 
be involved in a neighborhood-wide cleanup event that benefits everyone 
in the area. One of the largest goals for the chapter in the upcoming year 
is to improve our on-campus involvement by hosting, co-hosting with 
sororities or other fraternities, or doing small volunteering jobs for any 
events on campus we can find. The chapter hopes that this will expose 
brothers to a wider range of the students to interact with every day.

BRINGING IN THE FUTURE OF OUR CHAPTER
The new P4B program has integrated perfectly into our pledge education 
system. “The new pledge program has been difficult for the chapter as a 
whole to adjust to, but with the exceptional fall and spring classes, we 
were able to easily make the adjustments. This will become tradition 
sooner than we know it and we are very proud of how it has turned out. 
The main goal was to ensure the message of what it means to be a Sigma 
Chi was upheld along with Beta Rho traditions. This was accomplished 
through the help of all the brothers, supportive alumni, and hardworking 
pledges,” Magister Jakob Wegenast ’18 says.

LOOKING FORWARD TO 
ANOTHER GREAT 100 YEARS

With the centennial celebration shaping up to be a real tribute to the 
excellence that Beta Rho has achieved on this campus, the chapter realizes 
that we are the foundation for the next 100 years. We all look forward to 
meeting more alumni and showing you what we are made of. A schedule 
of events for the celebration, as well as information on lodging, travel 
accommodations, etc., can be found at www.bobcatsigs.org/centennial. 
Questions, comments, and/or concerns regarding the celebration can be 
directed to sigmachibetarhoalumni@gmail.com or Norman Achen ’66 at 
norm@normanachen.com.

We all hope to continually make each and every one of you proud to be a 
Sigma Chi and look forward to the future of Beta Rho. 

In Hoc, 
Jake Linnell ’18
Consul
jake.linnell@yahoo.com
(406) 750-4672

Chapter Officers
Consul

Jake Linnell ’18
jake.linnell@yahoo.com

(406) 750-4672

Pro Consul
Brady Anderson ’19

Quaestor
Jack Conklin ’19

Magister
Jakob Wegenast ’18

House Manager
Colton Schlag ’20

Recruitment Chairman
River Kelly ’18

k.riv208@gmail.com 
(208) 720-1356

Tribune/Chapter Editor
Reilly Parisot ’17

Annotator
Nicholas Vanderbeek ’19

Risk Manager
Siever Walker ’20

Scholarship Chairman
Tyler Duquette ’18
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Welcome, New Members
Alex Barnard ’20 

Incline Village, Nev.

Brice Beisher ’20
Big Horn, Wyo.

Kobi Boe ’20
Edina, Minn.

Chase Byrne ’20
Tacoma, Wash.

Cole Crowley ’20
Ennis, Mont.

Cole Daniel ’20
Visalia, Calif.

Ethan Delgado ’20
Sacramento, Calif.

Brent Eaton ’20
San Diego, Calif.

Alex Eisenbarth ’20
Chadron, Neb.

Spencer Flodin ’20
Leavenworth, Wash.

Jake Friedman ’20
Malibu, Calif.

Blake Greener ’20
Solana Beach, Calif.

Carter Herne ’20
Sacramento, Calif.

Joey Kane ’20
Poulsbo, Wash.

Brian Kirby ’20
Bellevue, Wash.

Alec Lewis ’20
Kirkland, Wash.

Jade Manning ’20
Auburn, Wash.

Tristan Morgan ’20
Kirkland, Wash.

Jack Nugent ’20
Sonoma, Calif.

Nick Pelzer ’20
Fallbrook, Calif.

Colton Schlag ’20
Boise, Idaho

Sam Schultz ’20
San Clemente, Calif.

Michael Snell ’20
Winnetka, Ill.

Jason Swam ’20
Lake Forest, Wash.

August Thompson ’20
Evergreen, Colo.

Jesse Tuten ’20
Glenview, Ill.

Siever Walker ’20
Seattle, Wash.

Cole Witter ’20
Spokane, Wash.

Harry Wright ’20
Monroe, Wash.

ALUMNI UPDATE
CHAPTER ETERNAL

George A. Clemow ’40 entered Chapter Eternal on June 16, 2016, at 
the age of 98. George attended MIT after graduating from MSU, but was 
called up from ROTC to the Army ahead of World War II, during which 
he designed weapons and ammunition for the Pentagon. In 1955, he joined 
General Radio, retiring after 28 years as manager of integrated circuit 
manufacturing to Moultonborough, N.H. George then volunteered for 26 
years in the biomedical engineering department at Lakes Region General 
Hospital. The hospital honored him in 2013 with the Rhonda C. Ladd 
Award for his contributions to its health care system.

Sherman G. “Sherm” Burke ’50 entered Chapter Eternal as a resident of 
San Clemente, Calif.

John W. McHugh ’52 entered Chapter Eternal on December 13, 2015. 
Volunteering in the ROTC after graduating from MSU, he served in the 
Air Force as a lieutenant from 1952-54. John was elected to the Coeur 
d’Alene City Council, then as mayor from 1970-74. In 1995, John was 
appointed by Governor Phil Batt to the State Board of Transportation and 
served 12 years in that position. He was also re-elected to serve on the 
Kootenai County Republican Central Committee.

George A. Zink ’53 entered Chapter Eternal on November 29, 2016, 
as a resident of Yorktown, Va. He is survived by his wife, Marilyn, and  
four children.

Harold W. Hallesy ’54 entered Chapter Eternal on December 17, 2016, 
as a resident of Normandy Park, Wash. Harold was raised in Montana and 
served five years in the Montana National Guard. He went on to have a 
successful career as an aircraft hydraulics specialist at North American 
Aviation in Los Angeles, Decoto Aircraft in Yakima, and Boeing in 
Renton. Harold was an original thinker and was awarded several patents. 

Martin W. Crennen ’57 entered Chapter Eternal on March 18 as a 
resident of Helena, Mont. After graduating from high school in 1948, 
Marty enlisted in the Navy. He had signed on for three years; however, 
when the Korean War broke out, his tour of duty was extended for a 
year and his ship, the USS  McCaffery, a destroyer, was on its way via 
the Atlantic, Mediterranean, Suez Canal, and Indian Ocean to patrol the 
Straits of Taiwan. Marty and his Sigma Chi brothers continued to gather 
annually at their elk hunting camp for over 40 years and also met together 

with their families every year at Big Sky for New Years. Marty remained 
a Life Loyal Sig all his life. 

John A. Gibbs Jr. ’66 entered Chapter Eternal on March 5 as a resident 
of Sunbury, Ohio.

Robert “Bob” D. Marta ’66 entered Chapter Eternal on April 13 at 
his home after years of health issues. Bob worked in 
the Motion Picture industry as a camera operator and 
was the founding president of the Society of Operating 
Cameramen (S.O.C.). During his tenor at the S.O.C., Bob 
helped countless children through the Children’s Hospital 
vision care of California. Bob was proud to be a member 
of the Masonic Bozeman lodge #18 and the Bagdad 
Shrine. He was honored to have helped thousands of 
children through the Spokane Shrine Children’s Hospital.

Richard “Dick” F. Cromer ’67 entered Chapter Eternal on April 28 at the 
age of 72 following a lengthy illness. After graduating from MSU, Dick 
worked for the Montana Power Company in Havre as a town engineer. He 
continued his career with MPC in Anaconda and Butte, holding several 
jobs, including in the Planning and Contracts Departments and president 
of Continental Energy. In addition, he completed a three-month executive 
course at Harvard University. Dick was a Rotarian, serving on the planning 
board, the MSU Foundation board, and was a past president of the Butte 
YMCA. He was executive vice president of the Energy Supply Division 
when retired from Montana Power in 2000.

Kenneth N. Brown ’68 entered Chapter Eternal on October 12, 2015, 
after a two-year battle with cancer. After graduating from MSU with a 
civil engineering degree, Ken was employed for 30 years for the Public 
Works Department at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard. After retiring from the 
company, he worked as a consulting engineer for Parametrix Inc. Ken also 
taught as an adjunct mathematics professor at Olympic College for 25 years. 
He was a member of Crossroads Neighborhood Church and served there as 
a deacon, usher, and past Governing Board member. Ken enjoyed cruising, 
cycling, reading, fishing, and hiking. His greatest accomplishments included 
summiting Mount Rainier and cruising around South America. Ken was a 
very generous supporter and lifelong member of Beta Rho Chapter, and he 
will be missed greatly by his fraternity brothers.

(Continued on page 6)
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Richard Higham ’81 entered Chapter Eternal on December 24, 2012, as 
a resident of Santa Rosa, Calif.

ALUMNI NEWS
Francis W. Gustafson ’50 retired from a 55-year architectural practice in 
2009, following open-heart bypass surgery. Gus experienced a complete 
recovery but now has loss of vision. “Active retirement includes travel, 
volunteering for the hospital, and cardio rehab. My wife, Pamela, enjoys 
creative writing, teaching yoga, photography, and traveling,” he says. Gus 
and Pamela live in Billings, Mont. E-mail: pamway3@bresnan.net

Wilford “Bill” D. Poppie ’60 and his wife, Paulette, bought a home 
in Hamilton, Mont. They spend most of summer there and winters in 
Surprise, Ariz. E-mail: poppie4477@aol.com

John C. “Cal” Bower ’62 lives in Greensboro, N.C., with his wife, 
Susan, and continues to serve as president of Trinico Ag Inc. E-mail: 
johnbower@trinicoag.com

Ronald E. Fatzinger ’62 stays busy maintaining his property in Kamiah, 
Idaho, with his wife, Barb, and steelheading the Clearwater B-run. He 
also keeps in touch with Beta Rho Sigs, Army pals, and six grandchildren 
in Boise. “But mostly just slacking!” Fatz teases. E-mail: ronfatz@q.com

Duane L. Robertson ’63 and his wife, Barbara, stay busy by attending 
their grandchildren’s activities, Bobcat games, and spending winters in 
Phoenix, Ariz. E-mail: dbrobertson66@gmail.com

Neil E. Keyes ’64 takes pleasure in hunting, fishing, building pre-
1840 traditional firearms (limited edition of 1803 Harpers Ferry/a 
commemorative to the Lewis and Clark expedition), reenacting Furtrada, 

being a traditional firearms competitor, and staying active with his church 
in Blanchard, Okla. E-mail: neilpat51ok@gmail.com

Eugene V. Monson ’69 shares that he retired from ranching in 2001. 
He and his wife, Linda, who is a former Sigma Chi Sweetheart, spend 
summers in Bozeman and winters in Las Vegas. E-mail: ljlmoson@
hotmail.com

Terry D. Salo ’71 and his wife, Judy, spend summers in Montana and 
engage in a lot of camping and hunting. Terry cooks for a summer youth 
bow camp at Augusta, and he and Judy like renting forest service cabins in 
the high country. They spend winters in Arizona, where Terry has several 
fruit trees and takes pleasure in playing games, barbecuing, and having 
picnics along the Colorado River. E-mail: salo.terry@yahoo.com

Michael J. McLaughlin ’72 and his wife, Chris, like to travel to see their 
grandchildren. Michael and Chris live in Salt Lake and are moving to 
Duluth, Minn. He had a heart attack on the Fourth of July in 2016, but says 
that he is getting back to moving about and living life every day. E-mail: 
mikemc73@comcast.net

Jeremy N. DeVries ’95 runs his own company, Devries Insurance, which 
specializes in group and individual health insurance products. “Our goal is 
not to treat people as clients, but rather as our friends,” he says. Jeremy and 
his wife, Kori, who is a Chi Omega alumna, have two children: Cole (17), 
who will attend MTSU in fall 2018, and Ryan (14). They live in Billings, 
Mont. E-mail: jdevries12@gmail.com

Nicholas W. McKinney ’15 says he will graduate from law school in May 
2018 along with several of his Beta Rho brothers, including Dillon Haskell 
’14. Nick lives in Sacramento, Calif. E-mail: mckinney.msocap@gmail.com

ALUMNI UPDATE
(Continued from page 5)

Beta Rho’s 
Centennial 

Celebration Is 
Right Around the 

Corner!
In just a few short months, Beta 

Rho Chapter will host its centennial 
celebration September 7-9, 2017, in 

Bozeman! This is a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to celebrate 100 years of our 

beloved fraternity at MSU, as well as 
connect with old friends, share laughs, 

and create new memories. For a schedule 
of events, visit http://bobcatsigs.org/
centennial. We hope to see you there!

Connect with a brother today 
and make plans to attend!


